“Why Believe”  - Lance Wigton and Jim Putman 
Lance: Welcome to Chalk Talk this week we are starting a new series on "Why God" and Jim we started off this series with a heavy apologetic bent and what do you feel like the series is going to be about as we round out the whole series?

Jim: Well, the vision behind this is based on the fact that statistically about - you know between 70% and 85% depending on the study – of kids that are brought up in the church – once they get to college leave the church most never to return – even in the video we used yesterday – it talked about those who go to college only 21% of them leave college with some sort of a Creationism Intelligent Design belief system for God - and – so the vision for the series is to say listen – this is the attack the world is giving not just throughout the media, throughout Hollywood, the goal is to say there either is no God or absolutely it's not the God of the Bible – and so we care about our kids here – we care about the kids that we bring up knowing Jesus – we care that they continue to know Jesus – and I recognize that this subject is pretty heady – I mean most people in general don't really know that much about - like for instance - the cosmological argument, the fine tuning of the universe, or the anthropic principle
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The anthropic principle is a philosophical consideration that observations of the Universe must be compatible with the conscious and sapient life that observes it. Anthropic principle - Wikipedia

– those are big words but – but the world out there in the college setting especially is armed with these attacks and we aren't sending out people that know the answer to those things.

Lance: I think it's a great point because you are saying we want to prepare our kids - the truth is that - that event - that game – that battle is actually going to be a road game it's not going to be at home because they're actually going to be traveling

Jim: Using a sports analogy – Yep that's right – We are going on their turf and…

Lance: We need to speak their language –

Jim: yeah – and the best people to disciple kids is parents – the problem is the parents are not either aware of the arguments that the kids are going to face – or they're too busy – and what saddens me as we lose our kids but what usually parents will come to me and say OK – I was sitting at the Christmas table – you know talking with my kids – who just got back from college and I'm hearing things from them then I can't believe I'm hearing – I didn't raise them that way – and they are telling me that they don't believe– maybe homosexuality is wrong – or they don't believe in the God of the Bible – or they are espousing some sort of philosophical hubbub that they learned in the classes at college – and you know now they are upset – and I'm saying – listen – there is something you can do – now you can love them and arm yourself with answers – but why would you be reactionary – let's have our kids ready before they go– which means parents have to get ready – grandparents have to get ready – if that's the argument – that the world is using – and it is – they are going to learn that in their philosophy classes and their sociology classes and their biology classes for the most part – not all the professors are armed that way or bent that way but in most every college in the United States you are going to face these kinds of questions and we need to have our kids ready for them.
Lance: Yeah – you know some of the feedback I got was – it feels like you're anti-college – and I don't think you are – I think it's more of a basis that – so kid is at home with mom and dad – he is in your house he or she is in your house – and then they leave – I think there's a natural transition where it becomes even though that they were maybe a believer in your house – it still was under your roof and still could be your faith – mom and dad's faith – and they try that out in a part of that age group – college is one of those things is trying to pull them away from finding out what they actually believe – but it seems like a natural transition into adulthood that they are going to challenge their faith –

Jim: Yeah – I'm not against kids going to college I think we should – but rather than go and be shaped and influenced by the college we need to have our kids ready to go in shape and influence the kids around them – you are probably not going to convince an atheist that you are right and they are wrong

– but to have intelligent answers and to be able to withstand yourself the pressure – the peers most of your peers are going to believe this – I mean again the statistics say that most of the college students do not believe that God designed the universe – and again – even the kids who don't go to college – it's only 48% – so even if you don't go to college you are going to be in a world where the media dictates this – the books – Time magazine comes out with "The Real Jesus" thing you know – that you know if they're watching Discovery – or National Geographic – these guys are shoving this stuff at you even if you don't go to college – so even a regular kids – the kids that don't go to college but the kids that get a career in the trades or whatever – they need to be ready to withstand the pressure and then influence their families – and their coworkers – and currently – most Christians don't know what they believe – they are not prepared with the answers – that can hold them fast – let alone anybody else – so – what we are saying is – we want to do a better job of having our people prepared so that they can be influencers – they can go into that and have it be their mission field – we don't want to take – keep people out of it – that's where the people are – let's take people prepared – now again – you can teach your kids all you want – but the kid has to choose – there is nothing you can do to guarantee your kids are going to choose the right thing because that's their choice – but we can give them the best odds with the best answers – so that even if they do fall away because of rebellion – and many of them will – they just won't want to do what God wants them to do – at least they know that their beliefs system is based on truth rather than just – religious – jargon – and believe what you believe because you believe it with no basis for reality in that – or fact and that –

Lance: Well I love the idea that – I mean it makes sense because you know I am a – I will sit and listen to your sermons I am also a parent – but the idea of – as a parent – the idea of relinquishing my responsibility and putting it on you to try and communicate to my junior high – grade school – junior high or high school student – and be able to translate that information – I'm putting on you is not going to work from the stage – but I need to just like I'm on the airplane then they say I need to secure my oxygen before I get my kid secured – is – whether that argument is come up in my world – I still as a parent have a responsibility to disciple my kid in this way to protect them for going out on their own in the future –

Jim: That's the job of the parent right?

Lance: that's absolutely right – it's not your job to parent my kid…

Jim: We are here to support 
Lance: Right –

Jim: But – you know – a lot of people said – "hey Jim you used a bunch of big language and all that" – I'm just using the language they use – and again – I could dumb it down to the point where I don't use that language – because I recognize that a majority of the people may not understand or at least a segment don't – but – if my kid goes to college they are not dumbing down the language – right? It doesn't help me to not have our people familiar with the language when they go – it doesn't help our kids – it doesn't help them – and that leads to this question you and I were discussing earlier – which is well what do you do if your kids don't want to know this stuff – Right? – I mean how do I even get my kids interested in knowing this – Well again – I would say this – when they go to college – the kids don't want to go to class they want to go to college and party and be with her friends and all that stuff for the most part – most 18 – 19-year-olds don't want to sit in these classes and they are being forced into learning things they don't want to learn – but the colleges don't go "oh well since you don't want to know this stuff you don't have to do it" – no – the college professors will go "you will learn this – you will sit in the classroom you will do this stuff" – but parents often think like – well my kid has to love it

– and enjoy it – or I wouldn't do it. Well the secular education system doesn't think that way – you will sit here – you will learn it or we will kick you out of class – you want a job you have to take the classes

– you want to – you know whatever – what I am saying is as a parent you can't always be exactly what they wanted to do – your job isn't to give them what they want – you are to be the leader – you are to be the director – and even though they sit there – my kids would sit there and I would talk about apologetics evidences at their level whatever age group – and they didn't want to sit there – they wanted to watch TV or play video games – and I would go "No… we are going to do this" and you know we were always concerned that were they even hearing it because they didn't want to hear it – but now after all these years later – all those times I didn't think they were listening – they were – even though they didn't want to – they were going "oh you remember that time when we…" and I would go "oh you remember that it seems like you were hating it…" "Oh I was hating it –" no – more gets in there than you think – your job is to be the parent – not go "well my kid doesn't want to do it so I won't do it" – because those kids are going to go into the world and somebody's going to make them do it – and if you haven't done it first – they'll be forced to listen to them and they'll have no backup argument for what you believe
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